
PREPARING 21ST CENTURY MINDS:  
USING BRAIN RESEARCH TO ENHANCE 
COGNITIVE SKILLS FOR THE FUTURE
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Discount Registration Deadline: Nov. 4
NOVEMBER 18-20, 2011

AT THE WESTIN BOSTON WATERFRONT HOTEL 
BOSTON, MA

“Cognitive neuroscience is providing insights and new tools 
with the potential to transform education for the future.”

—Kurt W. Fischer, PhD
Harvard Graduate School of Education
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TEACHING COGNITIVE SKILLS FOR THE FUTURE 
Today’s students must adjust to rapid technological and social changes, navigate vast fl ows of information and learn to work 

collaboratively with diverse individuals and cultures in a global economy. Discover cognitive tools and teaching techniques 

to help them cultivate the skills and abilities required to succeed in the new millennium.

 ✓ Ways to cultivate critical thinking and collaboration

 ✓ Teaching, learning and leading in the 21st century

 ✓ Strategies for creating creative and innovative classrooms

 ✓ Promoting cognitive skills to prepare students for the future

 ✓ How to transform instruction and curriculum for the 21st century

 ✓ Creative and visual talents in children with learning disorders

 ✓ Connecting cultures, ethics and global learning

 ✓ Tools for improving attention, thinking and math skills

 ✓ The arts, thinking, giftedness and cognitive skills 

LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
          You will gain knowledge about:

CO-SPONSORS
Mind, Brain and Education Program, Harvard Graduate School of Education

Athinoula A. Martinos Imaging Center, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

School of Education, Johns Hopkins University

Comer School Development Program, Yale University School of Medicine 

The Dana Alliance for Brain Initiatives, The Dana Foundation

The Neuroscience Research Institute, University of California, Santa Barbara

National Association of Elementary School Principals (NASEP)

Dept. of Speech, Language & Hearing Sciences, Sargent College, Boston University

School of Education, Boston University

NASSP

WHO SHOULD ATTEND
Educators, Parents

Curriculum, Staff  Developers

Speech-Language Pathologists

PreK-12 Teachers and Administrators

Learning Specialists, Special Educators

Psychologists, Social Workers, Counselors

21st Century Curriculum/Skills Coordinators

Reading, Science, Math, Technology Teachers

Superintendents, Principals, School Heads

Arts, Teen & Career Professionals

Gifted and Talented Professionals

College, University Professors

School Reform, Policy Makers

EARN PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AND GRADUATE CREDIT
Professional Development Credit: Earn 16 or 20 hours toward professional development credit for educators, psychologists, speech-language 
professionals, social workers, special education professionals and certifi ed counselors. Visit our website at LearningAndTheBrain.com for 
more information on the availability of credits, or call 781-449-4010 ext. 101. Certifi cates of attendance are free via email. However, there is a 
necessary $5 fee for shipping and handling if mailed. Please add $5 to the registration fee if you wish to have the certifi cate delivered by mail.

University Graduate Credit: You can earn two academic graduate credits through the Boston University School of Education. For details 
on the course and to register, visit LearningAndTheBrain.com.

Speech-Language Pathologist Credits: Please download a Speech-Language version of the brochure from the website, 
LearningAndTheBrain.com, for more information on available ASHA credits.

STAY AT THE WESTIN BOSTON WATERFRONT HOTEL – SPECIAL RATES

JOIN THE LEARNING & the BRAIN® SOCIETY
Visit the website LearningAndTheBrain.com for more information on joining our online Learning & the Brain Society. 

Members receive an exclusive CD sampler of talks from last year’s conferences, discounts on future conferences and the L&B 

online store, monthly e-newsletters, monthly video chats with neuroscientists and other researchers and access to an online 

archive of selected presentations from past L&B conferences.

NEW LEARNING & the BRAIN® ONLINE STORE
Missed a conference? Find talks from past L&B conferences, themed CDs, T-shirts, past program books and more at LearningAndTheBrain.com/store.

Pay only $189 single or double per night (plus applicable taxes). Call the WESTIN WATERFRONT at 617-532-
4600 and refer to “Learning & the Brain.” The conference discount rate will no longer apply when the room 

block is fi lled or after Oct. 31, 2011. 

You can also make your reservations at the Westin Boston Waterfront through our website at 

LearningAndTheBrain.com.  The hotel is a short ride from Logan Airport, a few blocks from South 

Station, and minutes from many of Boston’s most popular attractions.  If the hotel block is fi lled, please 

call 781-449-4010 x 101 or check our website for additional hotel options.



NOVEMBER CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM
 OR REGISTER ONLINE AT LEARNINGANDTHEBRAIN.COM

Phone: (781) 449-4010 ext.101 or 102

Fax: (781) 449-4024

Web: LearningAndTheBrain.com 

Name                   Position

Organization

Address

City                    State                    Zip

Phone                     Fax

Email

DEMAND IS HIGH AND SPACE IS LIMITED. PLEASE REGISTER EARLY.
Please Register Me for the Conference on November 18-20, 2011 

GENERAL REGISTRATION  (THROUGH November 4th)          $565 per person ($530 for L&B Society Members)

Late Registration  (AFTER November 4th)           $580 per person ($545 for L&B Society Members)

Double Conf. Registration  (Circle:  Nov. & Feb or May)            $475 per person per conference ($450 for L&B Society Members)
             (Registrations must be made at the same time.)

Group Rates (Five or more from one organization submitted together)       $475 per person x _______ registrants

Please Register Me for a Friday, Nov. 18 Pre-Conference Workshop   Add $25 if not attending the Nov. conference

❍ Brain Research and the Learner-Friendly Classroom 8:30 am – 12:45 pm $185 per person

❍ Instruction and Curriculum Tools for 21st Century Minds and Brains 8:30 am – 12:45 pm $185 per person

❍ How to Think: A Cognitive Approach to Prevention of Early High-Risk Behaviors 8:30 am – 12:45 pm  $185 per person

❍ Building the Eight Pillars of Capable Young Minds 8:30 am – 12:45 pm $185 per person

❍ Creative Teens: Creativity and Creative Thinking in the Classroom  8:30 am – 12:45 pm $185 per person

❍ Reading and Literacy Skills in the 21st Century 8:30 am – 12:45 pm  $185 per person

Please Also Sign Me Up for Professional Development or Graduate Credits*

❍ Please send certifi cate via email (FREE).           ❍ Please send certifi cate via USPS (Add $5 for shipping & handling).

❍ Please register me for the BU Graduate Credit Course (Add $1,350 per person)

*Add $1,350 to your conference fee to cover Boston University tuition and student fees. For more information on CEUs and BU graduate credits, visit LearningAndTheBrain.com.

Conference Events

❍  Please register me for the November 18  ‘Meeting of the Minds’ Reception. (FREE)

❍  MIT ‘Brain Scan’ Tour. Please call 781-449-4010 ext. 101 to check availability for Nov. 17 or 18 tours before registering. (Add $120)
 

All prices are in U.S. dollars. 
 

❍ Please check here if you have attended PIRI’s Learning & the Brain® conferences before.
       How did you hear about this conference?____________________________________________________
❍ Please check here if you have any special ADA requirements, and call (781) 449-4010 ext. 101 or 102.
        Westin Boston Waterfront Hotel and MIT campus are ADA compliant.

PAYMENT METHOD  ❍  Check enclosed ❍  Purchase Order enclosed        ❍  Credit Card      (Circle one:    VISA       MC      AMEX    )

Credit Card Number: ____________________________________________________    Exp: _________________

Cardholder Name: __________________________________________________________________________

Cardholder Billing Address _________________________________________________  ZIP: _________________

Make check or purchase order payable to Public Information Resources, Inc. (PIRI), and mail it along with your registration form to:

       PIRI, 35 Highland Circle, 1st fl oor, Needham, MA 02494-3099. 
P.O.s will be invoiced if sent without a check and must be paid prior to conference. Registrations without payment or purchase order will not be confi rmed. 

REGISTRATION POLICIES  Registrations are taken and confi rmed, on a fi rst-come, fi rst-served basis according to receipt of full payment or purchase order. Unpaid 
registrations without a purchase order will be cancelled after 30 days. If you do not receive a confi rmation within three weeks after sending full payment 
or purchase order, call 781-449-4010 ext. 101 or 102. General registration is $565 per person until November 4, 2011. After November 4, registration is $580. 

A $35 administrative fee will be added for on-site registration at the conference. Groups of fi ve or more may register at $475 per person, if registering together 

with payment or purchase order. 

SUBSTITUTIONS AND CANCELLATIONS Substitutions are permissible up to seven days before the conference, but you must notify PIRI in writing by fax, email or 

mail. Cancellations must be requested no later than November 4, 2011. No cancellations will be accepted after November 4. Because cancellations incur substantial 

administrative costs, we regret that it is necessary to charge a cancellation fee of $50 per person through Sept. 30, 2011, or $150 per person if you cancel after Sept. 30 

through November 4. Cancellations must be sent in writing to PIRI at 35 Highland Circle, 1st Floor, Needham, MA 02494-3099 or faxed to PIRI at 781-449-4024. 

CONFERENCE PROGRAM CHANGES Public Information Resources, Inc. (PIRI) reserves the right, without having to refund any monies to participants, to make 

changes in the conference, its program, schedule, location, and/or faculty should PIRI, in its sole discretion, deem any such changes necessary or advisable. 

Similarly, PIRI further reserves the right to cancel any sessions, events, workshops, or the conference entirely, in which case PIRI’s liability to participants shall 

be strictly limited to a refund of those fees.

$______

$______

$______

$______

GRAND TOTAL: $ __________

Five ways to register: Email: registration@LearningAndTheBrain.com

Postal mail: PIRI • 35 Highland Circle, 1st Fl.

                   Needham, MA 02494-3099  

PLEASE PHOTOCOPY THIS FORM FOR EACH APPLICANT.



FUTURE MINDS: TEACHING 21ST CENTURY COGNITIVE SKILLS
Five Minds for the Future

Howard E. Gardner, PhD, John H. and Elisabeth A. Hobbs Professor of Cognition and Education, Harvard Graduate School of Education; 
Adjunct Professor of Psychology, Harvard University; Senior Director, Harvard Project Zero; Winner of the MacArthur Prize; Author, 
The Unschooled Mind (2011), Five Minds for the Future (2009) and Multiple Intelligences (2006) 

Curriculum 21: Essential Education for a Changing World 
Heidi Hayes Jacobs, EdD, Executive Director, Curriculum Mapping Institute; President, Curriculum Designers, Inc.; Adjunct Associate 
Professor, Teachers College, Columbia University; Author, Curriculum 21: Essential Education for a Changing World (2010)

Alone Together: A Meditation on the Future of Teaching and Learning in the 21st Century
Sherry R. Turkle, PhD, Abby Rockefeller Mauzé Professor of the Social Studies of Science and Technology; Director, MIT Initiative on Technology 
and Self, Program in Science, Technology and Society, Massachusetts Institute of Technology; Author, Alone Together: Why We Expect More from 
Technology and Less from Each Other (2011), Simulation and Its Discontents (2009) and Life on the Screen: Identity in the Age of the Internet (1997)

Teaching, Learning, and Leading in the 21st Century
Tony Wagner, EdD, Innovation Education Fellow, Technology & Entrepreneurship Center, Harvard School of Engineering and Applied 
Sciences, Harvard University; Author, The Global Achievement Gap (2008) and Making the Grade: Reinventing America’s Schools (2001)

21st Century Skills: Preparing Students for the New Global Economy
Charles K. Fadel, MBA, Global Education Lead, Cisco Systems; Cisco Board Member at the Partnership for 21st Century Skills; Visiting 
Practitioner, Harvard Graduate School of Education; Co-Author, 21st Century Skills: Learning for Life in Our Times (2009), and Bernie Trilling, 
MA, Former Global Director, Oracle Education Foundation; Co-Author, 21st Century Skills: Learning for Life in Our Times (2009)

21st Century Learning: Implications for Teaching
Christopher J. Dede, EdD, Timothy E. Wirth Professor in Learning Technologies, Technology, Innovation and Education Program, Harvard 
Graduate School of Education; Member of the Massachusetts 21st Century Skills Task Force, the 2010 National Educational Technology Plan 
Technical Working Group and the Partnership for 21st Century Skills; Co-Editor, Scaling Up Success (2005)

GIFTED/LD MINDS: DISCOVERING VISUAL & CREATIVE-THINKING TALENTS
Seeing What Others Don’t: Engines of Discovery for the 21st Century

Thomas G. West, MA, Director, Center for the Study of Dyslexia and Talents; Advisory Board, The Krasnow Institute for Advanced Study, 
George Mason University; Author, In the Mind’s Eye: Creative Visual Thinkers, Gifted Dyslexics and the Rise of Visual Technology (2009), Thinking 
Like Einstein (2004) and In the Mind’s Eye (1991)

Using Electrophysiological and Neuroimaging Tools for Early Autism Identifi cation and Treatment
Charles A. Nelson III, PhD, Professor of Pediatrics, Harvard Medical School; David Scott Chair, Pediatric Development Medicine Research; 
Research Director, Developmental Medicine Center, Lab. of Cognitive Neuroscience, Children’s Hospital Boston; Co-Author, “EEG complexity 
as a biomarker for autism spectrum disorder risk” (2011, BMC Medicine)

Thinking Outside the Box: Connections Between ADHD and Creativity
Holly A. White, PhD, Assistant Professor of Psychology, Eckerd College; Researcher on creative thinking and divergent thinking in adults with ADHD; 
Co-Author, “Creative style and achievement in adults with attention-defi cit/hyperactivity disorder” (2011, Personality and Individual Diff erences)

Maximizing Success with Autism: Using Our Strengths to Achieve a Fulfi lling and Productive Life 
Stephen M. Shore, EdD, Assistant Professor of Special Education, Adelphi University; Co-Author, Understanding Autism for Dummies 
(2006) and Beyond the Wall: Personal Experiences with Autism and Asperger Syndrome (2003)

How the Gifted Brain Learns in the 21st Century
David A. Sousa, EdD, Consultant; Member, Cognitive Neuroscience Society; Author, How the Brain Learns (2011, 4th Edition), What Principals 
Need to Know about the Basics of Creating Brain-Compatible Classrooms (2011) and How the Gifted Brain Learns (2009, 2nd Edition)

Shine: Using Brain Science to Get Innovation and The Best From Your Students
Edward M. Hallowell, MD, Child and Adult Psychiatrist; Founder of The Hallowell Center for Cognitive and Emotional Health; Former 
Faculty, Harvard Medical School; Author, Shine: Using Brain Science to Get the Best from Your People (2011) and Overloaded Circuits (2009)

WITH A DISTINGUISHED FACULTY
CONFERENCE PROGRAM TOPICS

MIT “BRAIN SCAN” TOUR: THE BRAIN IN ACTION

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17  2:00, 3:00 and 4:00 PM; FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18  9:00, 10:00 and 11:00 AM  
Cost Per Person: $120. Tours are for one hour.)
Sponsored by the Athinoula A. Martinos Imaging Center, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT)

Take this unique opportunity to see an fMRI brain scan in action. Call 781-449-4010 ext. 101 for information 
and to register for a tour. One person from each tour will be selected by MIT to have his or her brain scanned. 
Brain scans will take place off site at the MIT campus in Cambridge, MA. The MIT imaging center building is 
easily accessible from the Westin Boston Waterfront Hotel via public transit. Directions will be provided.



CREATIVE MINDS: INSTRUCTING INNOVATION & IMAGINATION
Creative Brains: Maximizing Imagination and Innovation in Students

Shelley H. Carson, PhD, Adjunct Faculty, Department of Psychology, Harvard University; Researcher on creativity; Blogger, Psychology 
Today; Author, Your Creative Brain: Seven Steps to Maximize Imagination, Productivity, and Innovation in Your Life (2010)

Innovative Teaching: Implications of Creativity Research for the Classroom
Mark A. Runco, PhD, Endowed Professor, Torrance Creativity Center; E. Paul Torrance Endowed Professor, Creative Studies and Gifted 
Education, University of Georgia, Athens; Editor, Creativity Research Journal; Co-Editor, Encyclopedia of Creativity (2011, 2nd Edition); 
Author, “Creativity and education” (2008, New Horizons in Education) and Divergent Thinking (1991)

The Creative-Artistic Brain: Education in the 21st Century
Mariale M. Hardiman, EdD, Co-Director, Neuro-Education Initiative, Johns Hopkins University School of Education; Former Principal, 
Baltimore City Public Schools; Author, Brain-Targeted Teaching for 21st Century Schools (2012), Connecting Brain Research with Eff ective 
Teaching (2003) and “Connecting brain research with dimensions of learning” (2001, Educational Leadership)

Creativity and Innovation in Schools
Charles K. Fadel, MBA, Global Education Lead, Cisco Systems; Cisco Board Member at the Partnership for 21st Century Skills; Visiting 
Practitioner, Harvard Graduate School of Education; Member, Massachusetts Governor’s Readiness Project and 21st Century Skills Task Force; 
Co-Author, 21st Century Skills: Learning for Life in Our Times (2009) 

The Neuroscience of Creativity, The Arts and Learning
Kenneth S. Kosik, MD, Co-Director, Neuroscience Research Institute; Harriman Chair and Professor of Neuroscience Research, Department 
of Molecular, Cellular and Developmental Biology, University of California, Santa Barbara

THINKING MINDS: PROMOTING PROBLEM SOLVING & REASONING SKILLS
Critical Thinking and 21st Century Skills

Daniel T. Willingham, PhD, Cognitive Scientist; Professor of Psychology; Faculty, Center for the Advanced Study of Teaching and Learning, 
University of Virginia; Author, Why Don’t Students Like School (2009), Cognition: The Thinking Animal (2008) and “Can critical thinking be 
taught?” (2007, American Educator) 

Education for Thinking
Deanna Kuhn, PhD, Professor of Psychology and Education, Dept. of Human Development, Teachers College, Columbia University; Author, 
Education for Thinking (2008) and The Skills of Argument (1991); Co-Author, “The development of cognitive skills to support inquiry learning” 
(2000, Cognition and Instruction)

Creating Critical Explorers in the Classroom
Eleanor R. Duckworth, PhD, Cognitive Psychologist; Professor of Education, Harvard Graduate School of Education; Former student 
and colleague of Jean Piaget; Developer of the teaching/research approach “Creating Critical Explorers in the Classroom” and a new website 
for teachers: criticalexplorers.org; Author, “Helping students get to where ideas can fi nd them” (2009, The New Educator), The Having 
of Wonderful Ideas (2006, 3rd Edition) and “Critical exploration in the classroom” (2005, New Educator)

Empowering Students with Networked Learning for Critical Thinking and Collaboration
Martha Stone Wiske, EdD, Lecturer on Education, Technology, Innovation, and Education Program, Harvard Graduate School of Education; 
Co-Founder of WIDE World, an online professional development program; Director, Education with New Technologies, a networked learning 
environment to support teaching with new technologies; Author, “Unleashing the power of networked learning” (2011, Innovations in 
Education Series, Harvard Business Review) and Teaching for Understanding with Technology (2004)

Habits of Mind Taught in the Art Studio: Do They Transfer?
Ellen Winner, PhD, Director, Arts and Mind Lab; Professor and Chair, Department of Psychology, Boston College; Senior Research Associate, 
Project Zero, Harvard Graduate School of Education; Co-Author, “Visual thinking: Art students have an advantage in geormetric reasoning”  
(2011, Creative Education); Author, Studio Thinking: The Real Benefi ts of Visual Arts Education (2007)

CONFERENCE BEGINS 1:30 PM, NOVEMBER 18  
  FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18         8:30 AM – 12:45 PM      Pre-Conference Workshops
  FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18     1:30 PM –  5:30 PM     Conference Day 1
  SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19    8:30 AM – 5:30 PM      Conference Day 2
  SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20         8:30 AM – 5:00 PM      Conference Day 3

SCHEDULE:

For more information and additional speakers, check the website at LearningAndTheBrain.com. 
Also follow us on Twitter and Facebook.



ETHICAL/GLOBAL MINDS: CONNECTING CULTURES, SOCIAL VALUES & IDEAS
Global Minds & Brains: Educating Students as Citizens of the World 

Kurt W. Fischer, PhD, Charles Bigelow Professor of Education; Director, Mind, Brain and Education Program (MBE), Harvard University 
Graduate School of Education; Founding President, International Mind, Brain and Education Society (IMBES); Editor, Mind, Brain and 
Education Journal; Co-Author, “Mind, brain and education in the era of globalization” (2007, Learning and Living in the Global Era)

Dogmatism in the Global Age: The Warping and Stunting of Creativity, Intelligence and Morality
Don Ambrose, PhD, Professor of Graduate Education, College of Liberal Arts, Education, and Sciences, Rider University; Editor, Roeper 
Review; Co-Author, How Dogmatic Beliefs Harm Creativity and Higher-level Thinking (2011) and Morality, Ethics, and Gifted Minds (2009)

Teen Brains: Thinking and Refl ection in a Global World
Thomas J. Cottle, PhD, Professor of Education, School of Education, Boston University; Sociologist; Licensed Clinical Psychologist; Author, Sense 
of Self: The Work of Affi  rmation (2003), Beyond Self Esteem (2003) and Mind Fields: Adolescent Consciousness in a Culture of Distraction (2001) 

The Social Brain: Implications of Cultural Differences for Education and Learning in the Global Age
Mary Helen Immordino-Yang, EdD, Assistant Professor of Education and Psychology, Rossier School of Education; Assistant Professor 
of Psychology, , Brain and Creativity Institute, University of Southern California; Co-Author, “Perspectives from social and aff ective neuroscience 
on the design of digital learning technologies” (2011, Aff ective Prospecting: New Perspectives on Aff ect and Learning Technologies)

Culture, History and Psychological Fitness
Jerome Kagan, PhD, Professor of Psychology Emeritus, Harvard University; Author, The Temperamental Thread: How Genes, Culture, Time 
and Luck Make Us Who We Are (2010) and The Three Cultures: Natural Sciences, Social Sciences and The Humanities in the 21st Century (2009)

Facts About the Reading Brain: Literacy in the Global Age
Willy Wood, MA, President, Open Mind Technologies; Former High School Teacher; Language Arts Consultant; National presenter on brain-
based teaching, reading and literacy; Founder, Missouri Reading Initiative (MRI) for grades K-3

TRAINING MINDS: USING BRAIN RESEARCH & TOOLS TO MASTER SKILLS
Training Brains: Improving Behavior, Cognition, and Neural Mechanisms of Attention in Lower SES Children

Helen J. Neville, PhD, Director, Brain Development Lab; Director, Center for Cognitive Neuroscience; Robert and Beverly Lewis Endowed 
Chair; Professor of Psychology, Institute of Neuroscience, University of Oregon; Co-Author, “Diff erences in the neural mechanisms of selective 
attention in children from diff erent socioeconomic backgrounds” (2009, Developmental Science)

Leveraging 21st Century Tools to Meet the Needs of Struggling Math Students 
David A. Dockterman, EdD, Adjunct Lecturer on Education, Technology, Innovation, and Education Program, Harvard Graduate School of 
Education; Vice President and Chief Academic Offi  cer, Scholastic Inc’s Tom Snyder Productions; Author, Easy Ways to Make Technology Work 
for You, Grades 4-8 (2003) and Weaving Technology into Your Teaching (2002)

Learning from Scratch: Training 21st Century Skills
Natalie Rusk, PhD, Research Specialist, Lifelong Kindergarten Group, Media Lab, Massachusetts Institute of Technology; Founder, Computer 
Clubhouse; Lead Developer of Scratch, a programming language that helps students learn important mathematical and computational ideas 
while learning to think creatively, reason systematically and work collaboratively

Technology as Tools to Shape Tomorrow’s Minds
Suzy Cox, PhD, Assistant Professor, College of Education, Utah Valley University; Researcher on how technology can facilitate the development 
of Gardner’s Five Minds for the Future; Co-Author, “Building an online instructional design community” (2003, Educational Technology)

Brain Research to Help Students Develop Their Highest Cognitive Potential
Judy Willis, MD, EdM, Board-Certifi ed Neurologist, Adjunct Lecturer, Graduate School of Education, University of California, Santa Barbara; 
Author, Learning to Love Math (2010), Inspiring Middle School Minds (2009) and Research-Based Strategies to Ignite Student Learning (2006)

REGISTER NOW FOR UPCOMING CONFERENCES AND SAVE

LEARNING & the BRAIN®: TEACHING THE 
WHOLE BRAIN/WHOLE CHILD
FEBRUARY 16-18, 2012  in SAN FRANCISCO, CA
Held at the historic Fairmont San Francisco on Nob Hill
Co-sponsors include: Stanford University School of Education

LEARNING & the BRAIN®: WEB-CONNECTED 
MINDS: TEACHING THE iGENERATION
MAY 4-6, 2012 IN ARLINGTON, VA
Held at the Crystal Gateway Marriott, close to Reagan National 
Airport and sites of Washington, DC.
Co-sponsors include: Johns Hopkins University

Register for two L&B conferences and save. See LearningAndTheBrain.com for more information.



PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18   8:30 AM –12:45 PM 

(Cost per person: $185. By advance registration only. Select one of six. Add $25 if not also attending the conference.)

1. Brain Research and the Learner-Friendly Classroom 
Participants will explore some of the exciting fi ndings from cognitive neurosciences that have implications for educational practice. 

Examine attention and memory systems and discuss ways of translating these fi ndings into eff ective strategies designed to ensure 

a learner-friendly classroom where students can achieve and see learning as a productive venture. David A. Sousa, EdD, Author, 

How the Brain Learns (2011, 4th Edition); Editor, Mind, Brain and Education: Neuroscience Implications for the Classroom (2010)

2. Instruction and Curriculum Tools for 21st Century Minds and Brains
Learn about how the brain learns best along with what “Understanding by Design” has developed for the ideal curriculum, assessment 

and instruction in a way that unites two powerful forces to help educators prepare learners for the challenges and opportunities of the 21st 

century. This workshop will examine practical ways for integrating key ideas of research from neuroscience and cognitive psychology for 

building the skill sets critical for 21st century success. Judy Willis, MD, EdM, Neurologist, Adjunct Lecturer, Graduate School of Education, 

University of California, Santa Barbara; Author, Research-Based Strategies to Ignite Student Learning (2006); and Jay McTighe, MA, Educational 

Consultant; President, Jay McTighe & Assoc.; Co-Author, Schooling By Design: Mission, Action, Achievement (2007)

3. How to Think: A Cognitive Approach to Prevention of Early High-Risk Behaviors in Young Children
Find out how a universal prevention program, “I Can Problem Solve” (ICPS) can off er practical skills for helping children, ages 4-12 learn 

how to think through and resolve everyday confl icts and get along with others. Focus will include specifi c interpersonal thinking skills 

that guide behavior. Interactive activities will help participants learn how to apply a problem solving style of talk that helps to prevent 

and reduce early high-risk behaviors such as physical, verbal, and relational aggression, inability to wait and cope with frustration and 

social withdrawal. Raising a Thinking Child, a program for parents to learn the problem solving approach with their children, will also 

be introduced. Myrna Shure, PhD, Developmental Psychologist; Research Professor, Department of Psychology, Drexel University, Author, 

Thinking Parent, Thinking Child (2005), I Can Solve a Problem (2001), Raising a Thinking Preteen (2000) and Raising a Thinking Child (1996)

4. Building the Eight Pillars of Capable Young Minds
Dr. Cox will describe how executive function helps children to navigate important developmental hurdles, both social and academic. 

Special emphasis is placed on the roles of working memory, self-monitoring and cognitive fl exibility and their contribution to productivity 

and self-confi dence. Strategies for building, coaching and assessing the eight pillars of executive function in all ages will be provided. 

Adam J. Cox, PhD, Clinical Psychologist; Author, No Mind Left Behind: The Eight Essential Brain Skills Every Child Needs to Thrive (2008)

5. Creative Teens: Creativity and Creative Thinking in the Classroom
PART I: Creativity: Understanding Innovation in Problem Solving
Explore research for improving creative thinking and problem solving in the brain. Examine case studies of creative advances and its implication 

for education. Robert W. Weisberg, PhD, Professor of Psychology; Director of Graduate Studies; Director of the Brain, Behavior, and 

Cognition Cluster; Department of Psychology, College of Liberal Arts, Temple University; Author, Creativity: Understanding Innovation in 

Problem Solving, Science, Invention, and the Arts (2006); Co-Author, “Out-of-the-box thinking in creativity” (2009, Tools for Innovation)

PART II: Sparking, Harnessing, and Directing Creativity in the Classroom
Discover how to foster creativity and creative thinking in the classroom and the many ways school practices can dampen or even destroy 

creativity. Practical suggestions for making your classroom a hotbed of creativity will be off ered. Willy Wood, MA, President, Open Mind 

Technologies; former high school teacher; national speaker on brain-based teaching

6. Reading and Literacy Skills in the 21st Century: From the Internet to Neuro-Imaging
PART I: New Literacies for a New Time: Preparing Students for the 21st Century with Common Core Standards
Discover how the Internet poses new challenges for learners that extend beyond traditional reading comprehension skills. Investigate 

a new online assessment to measure online reading comprehension as well as a new student-centered model of instruction designed 

to better prepare students for the unique challenges of reading and learning on the Internet. This talk will include a series of recommendations 

for educational leaders and policymakers seeking to prepare all students for their literacy future in a digital age. Donald J. Leu, PhD, 

Neag Endowed Chair in Literacy and Technology; Professor of Education; Director, The New Literacies Research Lab, Neag School of Education, 

University of Connecticut; and Heidi Everett-Cacopardo, Elena Forzani and Clint Kennedy, Doctoral Students/Researchers, The New 

Literacies Research Lab, Neag School of Education, University of Connecticut

PART II: NeuroFuture: Neuroimaging and Cognitive Technologies to Predict and Provide Intervention for Struggling Readers
Examine how modern neuroimaging techniques may actually predict future reading problems in children and the promise of new cognitive 

technologies to help struggling readers. John D.E. Gabrieli, PhD, Director, Athinoula A. Martinos Imaging Center, McGovern Institute for 

Brain Research, MIT; Author, “Dyslexia: A new synergy between education and cognitive neuroscience” (2009, Science)

“MEETING OF THE MINDS” – WINE & CHEESE RECEPTION
FRIDAY, NOV. 18 from 5:30 PM - 6:30 PM — Free & Open to All Attendees
Enjoy this opportunity to meet other attendees and some of the nation’s brightest minds. 
Sponsored by THE DANA ALLIANCE FOR BRAIN INITIATIVES. Advance registration required on the registration form.

CONFERENCE POSTER SESSIONS 
Submit a summary of your poster session for review to INFO@LearningAndTheBrain.com. Proposal deadline October 14, 2011.  

For more information, visit LearningAndTheBrain.com, or call 781-449-4010 Ext. 101. 

EVENTS


